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485 (NOTAL) 

1 . SWEDISH FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCE CONFIRMS THAT, AS OF 
FEBRUARY 8, THE PLANNED VISIT OF CZECH DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTER SPACIL TO SWEDEN ON FEBRUARY 13 IS GOING 
AHEAD AS PLANNED. ACCORDING TO SWEDISH PRESS, SWEDISH 
EMBASSY CHARGE IN PRAGUE, ALONG WITH 6 AMBASSADORS, 
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RECEIVED ORAL INFORMAL PROTEST FEBRUARY 4 WHICH COMPLAINED 
OF INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL CZECHOSLOVAKIAN AFFAIRS. 

HOWEVER, MFA THUS FAR HAS NO INDICATION THAT SPACIL WILL 
CANCEL HIS VISIT, IN SPITE OF SWEDEN'S RATHER STRONG 
CRITICISM OF THE GOC'S HANDLING OF THE CHARTER 77 AFFAIR 
(REFS B AND C). 

2. ASSUMING THAT SPACIL COMES TO STOCKHOLM, HE CAN EXPECT 
TO FIND THE GENERAL ATMOSPHERE ANYTHING BUT WARM. MEDIA 
COVERAGE OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN EASTERN EUROPE 
IN GENERAL AND IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA IN PARTICULAR HAS BEEN 
HEAVY OF LATE, WITH HARDLY A DAY PASSING WHEN THE MAJOR 
PAPERS LACK AN ARTICLE ON THE CZECH SITUATION. THE 
GOVERNMENT AND THE OPPOSITION PARTIES, INCLUDING THE 
COMMUNISTS, HAVE ALL EXPRESSED THEIR CRITICISM OF GOC 
ACTIONS, AND ON FEBRUARY 7, SOME 500 PERSONS DEMONSTRATED 
IN FRONT OF THE CECH EMBASSY. SPACIL MAY WELL FIND 
HIMSELF PLAYING LIGHTNING-ROD TO SWEDISH PUBLIC OPINION. 

3. COMMENT: MFA OFFICIALS HAD THOUGHT, IN LIGHT OF PREVIOUS GOC 
REACTION TO SWEDISH CRITICISM. THAT THE VISIT WOULD 
PROBABLY BE CANCELLED, BUT IT NOW SEEMS TO MFA THAT THE 

GOC INTENDS TO LIVE UP TO ITS COMMITMENTS, AS PROJECTED 
IN REF A. SPACIL'S VISIT, IF IT COMES OFF, WILL BE THE 
FIRST MINISTERIAL LEVEL EXCHANGE BETWEEN SWEDEN AND 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA SINCE 1968. 

SMITH 
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